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Dear Grade 8 Student and Parent/Guardian:

It is always an exciting time of year as grade eight students prepare to 
make the transition from elementary to secondary school.
Included within this USB bracelet are materials that will provide you with 
some insight regarding the available programs and activities at our school.
Students who attend an elementary school within the boundaries 
of Governor Simcoe will complete an on-line intention sheet at their 
elementary school.  To view our Course Offerings please visit 

www.govsimcoe.dsbn.org 
and click on Governor Simcoe Course Selection Guide on the right hand 
menu.
If you do not attend a school within the District School Board of Niagara 
please return your completed intention sheet directly to Governor Simcoe; 
to secure a seat for September admission we would ask that you do this 
no later than March 1, 2013.  Please note:  a signature by the elementary 
principal is not required if your child is not a student of the District School 
Board of Niagara.
We are here to help you through the transition process.   If you have any 
questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us at (905)934-
4006.

See you in September!

Sincerely,
Rick Karr
Principal

High School: An Owner’s Manual
Helpful tips, hints and explanations to your high school 
years at DSBN

Governor Simcoe School Council
We’re looking for a few good parents to make a difference

Business Studies
It’s your future . . . make it your business!

English
Experience the world

Family Studies
The family can be the centre of learning

Geography
Understand the world

Health & Physical Education
Work your body and your mind

Science
Understand your future

Technological Studies
Designing, building and discovering your future

This is an interactive document that allows you to navigate from page to page 
or outside of this document by activating the links.

http://www.govsimcoe.dsbn.org
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PROUD OF OUR TRADITION . . . EXCITED ABOUT YOUR FUTURE
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“Tough times never last 
but tough people do.”

- Jarred Braybrook

Assisted the people of Afghanistan in 
creating a better life

Good Will Ambassador of Governor 
Simcoe Secondary School and his country

CARING

Served a tour of duty in support of 
peace in Afghanistan

Survived a helicopter crash in combat
Tended to wounded comrades while 

in peril

COURAGE

Enlisted in the Canadian Armed Forces 
in the defence of Canada

RESPONSIBILITY

PROUD OF OUR TRADITION . . . EXCITED ABOUT YOUR FUTURE

GOVERNOR SIMCOE
MIKE FISHER
CLASS OF ‘08 - ATHLETICS

“You will only be as successful as you 
allow yourself to be, with hard work and 
determination.”

- Mike Fisher

Recovered and came back from a 
debilitating injury

PERSEVERANCE

2011-12 Captain of the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Ivy League Varsity Team

2007, 2008 Governor Simcoe Rower of the Year
Seven time Royal Canadian Henley Gold Medalist

Governor Simcoe Honour Roll

RESPECT

Member of the University of Pennsylvania’s 
Ivy League Rowing Crew

Member of St. Catharines’ Rowing Club
Member of Governor Simcoe rowing and 

hockey teams

CO-OPERATION

PROUD OF OUR TRADITION . . . EXCITED ABOUT YOUR FUTURE

GO
VER

NO
R S

IM
CO

E
SEA

N Q
UIN

N
TEA

CH
ER

 - S
PEC

IAL
 ED

UC
AT

ION

“Live the life you love.”
- Sean Quinn

Being the smallest guy was never an 
obstacle in trying out and making every 

team he wanted to be a part of.

OPTIMISM

Worked hard for every grade achieved.
Proudest moment . . . receiving an 

acceptance letter from Guelph University.

PERSEVERANCE
Husband . . . Father . . . Educator

RESPONSIBILITY

Qualifying for the Boston Marathon after 
the sixth attempt.

Seventeen total marathons and still 
counting!

COURAGE

Have questions?  You can contact us at:

GOVERNOR SIMCOE
LEARNING     CREATIVITY     WELL-BEING     TECHNOLOGY

OUR TRADITION IS BUILDING YOUR FUTURE

CLASS OF 1773 - LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR  OF UPPER CANADA
JOHN GRAVES SIMCOE

COURAGE
Commanded the 40th Regiment of Foot at the Battle of 

Brandywine, where he was injured.
Sought to form a Loyalist regiment of free blacks but instead 

commanded the Queen’s Rangers and saw extensive action 
during the American Revolution.

PERSEVERANCE
Fought against slavery and passed the Act Against 
Slavery in 1793 which lead to the abolition of it in 

Upper Canada in 1810.

RESPECT
Towns, counties, an official holiday, streets, islands and a 

secondary school in 1971 have all been named in his honour.
Called gallant by his enemies because of his actions on the 
battlefield and afterwards in the treatment of prisoners.

In a letter dated 1791, the Duke of 
Northumberland called John Graves 
Simcoe “brave, humane, sensible and 
honest.”  

This is his story.  What’s yours?

RESPONSIBILITY
Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada from 1791 to 1796.
Built Younge and Dundas Streets to connect the colony.
Defended Upper Canada against American aggressions 

after the American Revolution.

Address:     		  15 Glenview Avenue
			   St. Catharines, ON
			   L2N 2Z7
Phone Number:  	 905-934-4006
Fax Number:  	 905-934-3389
Website:		  http://govsimcoe.org/
Email Address:  	 GSS@dsbn.edu.on.ca

CREATE YOUR FUTURE HERE AT 

GOVERNOR SIMCOE 
SECONDARY SCHOOL

PROUD OF OUR TRADITION . . . EXCITED ABOUT YOUR FUTURE
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“I always appreciate the consistent 
encouragement from Simcoe teachers 
and students”

- Ben Bradford

Demonstrates dedication to sports and 
academics

Conscientious of his opponents’ well-being
Admired for his leadership and caring

INTEGRITY

International Gold Medalist in Puerto Rico
International Bronze Medalist FILA Pan Am

National Gold Medalist Stu Hart 
Tournament

Ontario Winter Games Gold Medalist

RESPECT

Member of the Governor Simcoe Wrestling Team
Member of the Brock Wrestling Club

Member of the Canadian FILA Pan Am Team

CO-OPERATION

PROUD OF OUR TRADITION . . . EXCITED ABOUT YOUR FUTURE
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“My high school coach 
in grade 10 encouraged 
me to come out and 
try some kicks.  You’ve 
always got to work 
towards the positive.”
- Lirim Hajrullahu

Known for his famous 34 yard kick against 
Ottawa University that won the 2010 OUA 

Championship

RESPECT

Member of
Governor Simcoe Football

University of Western Football
Team Canada World Junior and Senior 

Football

CO-OPERATION

Fled Kosovo to pursue an education in 
Canada

COURAGE

Named “The Face” of The University of 
Western’s Football team

RESPONSIBILITY

PROUD OF OUR TRADITION . . . EXCITED ABOUT YOUR FUTURE

GOVERNOR SIMCOE
KATE CARNEGIE
CLASS OF ‘01 - CHCH TV

“I realized that TV was my calling after 
taking an English Media class at Simcoe.”

- Kate (Stutsman) Carnegie

Dedicated to bringing the public top-notch 
news coverage every day of the week

INTEGRITY

Member of CHCH TV Broadcasting Team
Member of Team Cogeco

Member of Governor Simcoe’s School 
Newspaper

Member of Governor Simcoe’s School Boy 
winning crew

CO-OPERATION

One of the youngest news anchors in the GTA
Writes, produces, and reports the news

Graduate of Ryerson University’s Journalism 
Program

RESPECT

PROUD OF OUR TRADITION . . . EXCITED ABOUT YOUR FUTURE

GOVERNOR SIMCOE
TRISHA-LEE HALAMAY
CLASS OF ‘10 - DRAMA

“Simcoe is the land of opportunities and 
wonderful teachers.  Without both, I 
would not be as happy and accomplished 
as I am today.”
- Trisha-Lee Halamay

Multiple award winning stage manager, 
Governor Simcoe Drama Productions

Brock Drama Student

RESPONSIBILITY

Simcoe Outreach Society
Rankin Run Promoter and Survivor 

Advocate

CARING

Recipient of numerous academic awards 
and scholarships, including the Kristen 

French Scholarship and the 2010 
Excellence in Education commendation

PERSEVERANCE

Childhood cancer survivor

COURAGE

PROUD OF OUR TRADITION . . . EXCITED ABOUT YOUR FUTURE
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“Find what you love doing and 
nurture it.  For me, that was 
video games.”
- Nik Unger

2008 DSBN Excellence in Education Award
2009 FIRST Robotics International Best 

Website Award
2011 Top student in Mathematics and 

Science at Brock University

RESPECT

Wrote free software for the Ontario 
Special Olympics

CARING

Web Developer at Vaxxine Computer 
Systems

Programmer at Silicon Knights

RESPONSIBILITY

Member of the Governor Simcoe robotics 
team, 2005-2008

CO-OPERATION

PROUD OF OUR TRADITION . . . EXCITED ABOUT YOUR FUTURE
GOVERNOR SIMCOE
FREDDIE HAMILTON
CLASS OF ‘10 - ACADEMICS & ATHLETICS

“I really enjoyed my time at Simcoe.  The 
teachers were passionate, knowledgeable, 
and eager to help their students.”

- Freddie Hamilton

Governor General Medal for Academic 
Achievement

Ivan Tennant OHL Academic Scholar of the Year
Team Canada 2012 World Junior Hockey Team 

Bronze Medalist

RESPECT

Role model to student athletes 
IceDogs’ Community Ambassador

Assistant Captain for an OHL hockey team

INTEGRITY

Member of the Niagara IceDogs
Represented Canada at World Under 18s
Drafted by San Jose Sharks of the NHL

RESPONSIBILITY

PROUD OF OUR TRADITION . . . EXCITED ABOUT YOUR FUTURE

GOVERNOR SIMCOE
GREG PHILLIPS
TEACHER - TECHNOLOGY

“My students learn to anticipate and are 
prepared to make important decisions in 
real world time.”
- Greg Phillips

The first to team students up with 
GM engineers

CO-OPERATION

His Motto, “Create a sense of urgency, then 
work harder than anyone else!”

PERSERVERANCE

2008 FIRST Robotics World Champion
2006, 2007, 2011 VEX Robotics World Champion

2009 FIRST Robotics World Website Award
2004 OCTE Technological Education Leadership Award
2006 Dick Hopkins Award Excellence in Technological 

Education

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Awarded (along with Mother Teresa) the 
Paul Harris Fellowship for contributing 
towards the betterment of the world

INTEGRITY

PROUD OF OUR TRADITION . . . EXCITED ABOUT YOUR FUTURE
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“One day student council, 
next day Parliament!”

- Elisha Seo

2008, 2011 DSBN Excellence in Education 
Award

Certificat d’études secondaire de français 
cadre

Public Affairs and Policy Management, 
Carleton University

PERSEVERANCE

Governor Simcoe Student Council President
Principal’s Award for Student Leadership
Status of Women Leadership Recipient

RESPONSIBILITY

Simcoe Outreach Society
Simcoe School Spirit Award

Founder, Simcoe Words Literacy Club

CARING

PROUD OF OUR TRADITION . . . EXCITED ABOUT YOUR FUTURE

GOVERNOR SIMCOE
LEE STEWART
CLASS OF ‘09 - MUSIC

“Music at Simcoe gave me the opportunity 
to explore my talents”

- Lee Stewart

Teacher - Sharing his passion for music 
with Niagara Youth

CARING

Brock University Music Student
Composer and Performer
Recording his debut album

RESPONSIBILITY

2009 Award of Excellence, Sears’ Drama Festival
2008 Award for Distinctive Merit for Original 

Music, Sears’ Drama Festival
Co-creator of Simcoe School Song

RESPECT
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